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the art of military brevity, arrangements for billeting
troops on the march, and the right method of transmitting
orders in the field. Above all he taught me, as I have
already emphasised, to be pregnant and concise in written
communications.

Nor was Hahnke devoid of humour. For instance, at one
of his cleverly-devised exercises for smaller detachments of
the garrison,' which was carried out in the neighbourhood*
of Potsdam, an officer, recently promoted to be captain in
the 1st Uhlan Regiment, who had hitherto been Assistant
Quartermaster-General, was instrumental in creating some
considerable muddle. During his criticism Hahnke inquired of
this delinquent how he had come to make such a blunder,
whereupon there ensued a dead silence. When this was at
last broken by the then Colonel of the 1st Uhlans, Count
Schlieffen, with the blunt observation : *f Hitherto on the
Staff/' Hahnke drily remarked: te Ah, indeed! Well, if
you have just come from the Staff, you can't be expected to
know these things/' The entire audience broke out into
ringing laughter, while Schlieffen dropped his monocle, with
a sarcastic smile.

At the time of my father's death Hahnke was in command
of the 1st Guards Infantry Division. From this position
I appointed him to be my Chief Aide-de-Camp and Chief of-
the Military Cabinet, a post for which1 he might have been
born. His transparent rectitude, Ms clear insight into all
that concerned the honour and standing of the officer, Ms
incorruptible, sound judgment, evidenced no less by an inexor-
able severity than by a kindly indulgence, were a guarantee that
both the weal and woe of the officers would be well looked
after. Next to General von Kessel he was my most respected
adviser and friend, who, no matter how difficult the problem,
always hit the right nail on the head. I used to wish the
Prussian Army many another General such as Hahnke. '

One of the men who later belonged to my more intimate
circle   was also among those with whom I became better